Regular Meeting of the Chaumont Board of Trustees
  Village of Chaumont/Town of Lyme Municipal Office

Located at 12175 NYS Route 12E

                                                   Held on the 17th Day of August, 2021
Board Members Present:
Mayor: Valerie Rust
Deputy Mayor: Michael Nichols

Trustee: Patricia Reome

Trustee: James Morrow

Trustee: Dori-Ann Froelich
Also Present:
Village Clerk: Karen Fitzgerald
Regular Board meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees 
Mayor Rust opened the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees August 17, 2021 Regular Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Mayor Rust asked that the minutes reflect that all trustees are present this evening.  
Privilege of the Floor
No one was present for privilege of the floor.
DPW Updates
Mayor Rust reported that the new grills are in place at the beach and the stone for the parking lot is spread.  The bridge and gazebo still need to be painted.  Other areas that are in need of   mowing are fire hall ditches, weeds around the tennis courts, both sides of the bridge approach and the field between Dodge’s & the Cuppernell’s.  

Mayor Rust has informed the DPW that Karen is the timekeeper.  They are to let her know when they will be taking a day off or if they leave early for whatever reason.  

She asked the DPW to keep an inventory of Village equipment and to maintain a record of the maintenance performed on each.  

Upcoming projects include: Mr. Harvey’s sewer line repair, Sawmill Bay Marina waterline insulation, installation of the playground at the beach and Memorial Park stone and paver cleaning.

Mayor Rust informed the trustees that we will be purchasing a power washer in the near future to help with the Memorial Park stone cleanup. Trustee Morrow advised that a power washer with 3000 psi is sufficient for the project.
Norbut Solar Farm Building Permit fee

After research of how other local municipalities calculate solar farm building permit fees, the trustees agreed that the building permit fee for the Norbut Solar Farm development will be based on the cost of labor and supplies of the battery storage units on each of the 5 array sites.  Convergent representative, Mario Titilo, calculated the cost of construction of the five battery storage units as $1,313,607.70.   Based on the current building permit fee schedule, the building permit fee is determined to be $2,720.00. 
Land Development Code Adoption 
The discussion regarding car washes was revisited.  After much discussion it was decided that car washes will not be permitted in any zoning district within the Village.  Karen will notify the Planning Board of the BOT’s decision to remove car washes as a permitted use.  A resolution to adopt the amended land development code follows:
Land Development Code Adoption Resolution
At their regular monthly meeting of August 17, 2021, the following members of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees were present:

Mayor:  Valerie Rust

Deputy Mayor: James Morrow

Trustee:  Patricia Reome

Trustee:  Dori-Ann Froelich
            Trustee:  James Morrow
At said meeting, Trustee Morrow forwarded the following resolution, which was seconded
by Trustee Nichols:
RESOLUTION NO.  ___4____
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees does hereby amend the 2017 Land Development Code to include the following changes:
BARS: will be allowed in RMU with Site Plan Review;
CAR WASHES: not allowed
TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS: changed to allow in RMU and CB
MANUFCTURED HOMES: now permitted
FUNERAL HOMES: add to permitted in RES and CB with SPR
KENNELS: add to AGR with SPR
MOTELS: require SPR in ALL districts
RESTAURANTS: No change
SOLAR (MEDIUM): removed from RES
VOTING:

Ayes:   5
                                       Nays:   0
The roll call vote was:  
Valerie Rust, Mayor


yes





Michael Nichols, Trustee
yes





Patricia Reome,   Trustee
 Abstain





Dori-Ann Froelich, Trustee       
yes           
                                                    James Morrow, Dep Mayor        yes
RESOLUTION NO.  4  ADOPTED. 

Trustee Reome explained the reasoning for her vote to abstain was because the change to the land codes in regards to mobile homes being permitted in all zones ultimately benefits her.  She will be placing a new home on Co. Rte 125 and due to the change in the land use law, she will not be required to acquire a variance.   
Local Control of Cannabis Legislation

Mayor Rust reported that she spoke with Wade from NYCOM to inquire what the Village should do to opt out of allowing retail sales of cannabis with the Village limits.  He explained that the Village can adopt a local law to opt out of allowing cannabis dispensaries without having to hold a public vote.  He recommended that we draft our cannabis law, then hold a public hearing for public comments.  After a 30 day referendum period has expired, if no petition is filed with the Clerk, the legislation will be filed with the Secretary of State to have it become local law.  

Mayor Rust instructed Karen to request Jim Burrows to draft legislation to opt out of cannabis sales and have the law available for review at the September BOT meeting.

Motion to Approve Minutes of the July 20,  2021 board meeting:

Upon a Motion by Trustee morrow, Seconded by Trustee Reome, and unanimously passed, it was “Resolved to Approve the Minutes of the July 20, 2021 Village of Chaumont Regular Board Meeting.    

Motion to Approve Payment of Abstract #3 of the August 17, 2021 Board Meeting: 
Upon a Motion by Trustee Morrow, second by Trustee Froelich and unanimously passed, It was “Resolved” to Approve Payment for Abstract #3 of the August 20, 2021 Regular Board Meeting in the amounts of $5,289.89 General Fund; Vouchers 1455-1476 $1,154.01 Water Fund, Vouchers 425-427, $6,758.45 Waste Water Fund, Vouchers 709-714, Trust & Agency: $1,666.43 Voucher #86, River Crossing $0.00, Vouchers .
July 2021 Accounts Receivables  
General Fund

Real Property Tax                               A1001:                   $           20,356.49
Lieu of Taxes                                      A1081:                   $                    0.00

Tax Payment penalties                        A1090:                   $                215.45
Jeff. County Sales Tax                        A1120:                   $           40,527.54
Gross Utility Tax:          
            A1130:                   $                  15.22
Franchise Fees:                                   A1170:                   $                    0.00        

Clerk Fees:            -                             A1255:                   $                -0-  

Registrar Fees:                                    A1603:                   $                -0-                          

Building Permits:

            A2555:                   $                33.00      
Unclassified                                        A2770:                   $                 -0-
Beach fees:                                         A7140:                   $                 -0-  
Chips                                                  A3501                     $                -0-
State Aid:   Aid & Incentives             A3001                     $         29,520.41
Total:




                                           90,668.11
Water Fund

Metered Water Sales


F2140-1:                     $        5,696.17
O&M/DCC FEES:


F2140-2:                     $        1,750.56
Unmetered Water:                               F2142.                        $            -0-
Interest & Penalty Fee:

 F2148:
            $            62.50
Water Meter Fees                                F2144:                        $           440.68
Service Connection fees:                     F2145:                        $             -0-

Total:





     
           $         7,949.91
Sewer Fund

Debt Service:


              G2122:
             $           2,444.43
Usage Fee Sewer Rent:

  G2120:                       $           4,880.95
Interest & Penalty Fees:

  G2128:
             $                62.50   

O&M Fees:



  G2770:
             $                    -0-
                                                                                                $        10,000.14     

Water/ Sewer Report
Karen advised the trustees that she has become aware of incorrect re-levy of delinquent water billings between the Heyl and Cormier properties reported to Jeff. Co. Real Property since at least 2014.  The situation come to light due to the recent Jeff. Co. tax sale.  The problem arose due to confusion of the 911 address used by Lottie.  The tax sale includes delinquent water billings of Justin Cormier being re-levied to Lottie Heyl’s parcel for the past three years: 2018- $905.52, 2019- $780.35, and 2020- $1,182.69-totalling $2,868.56.  Prior year’s, (2017 and earlier), re-levied billings would not be a concern as they were taken care of by the mortgage company, not Lottie.   When Karen became aware of the problem, she spoke with Roxanne Burns of the Jeff Co. Real Property Dept.  Mrs. Burns advised that since both parcels are currently deeded in Richard Cormier’s name, no adjustment will be made prior to tax sale.  She stated that if Lottie is the winner of the property at tax sale, she could request a correction be made through the County’s attorney.  In the future, Mrs. Burns recommended that our water billing program be designed to monitor parcels using tax parcel numbers and not 911 addressing.  Karen stated that the Village’s water program currently does not offer that option but corrections have to made to both accounts so that it will not happen again.  
Committee Reports
Trustee Reome      Nothing more to report.
Trustee Morrow:   There was no Youth Commission meeting.
Trustee Nichols:     Nothing to report
Trustee Froelich:    Nothing to report as there was no Planning Board meeting
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Rust reported that the Village Beach has been vandalized on two occasions which has led to her decision to lock the beach nightly at 7 pm.   The vandals are running ATVs on the beach, twisting swings and toppling picnic tables over onto their tops.  She is considering installing battery operated cameras to deter future problems or possibly identify the individuals involved.
Property Maintenance:  Mayor Rust spoke with NYCOM to ask what options the Village has for perpetual property maintenance issues with the Trainham property.  She has asked CEO  Millington to document all future verbal and written communications with him. Other properties of concern include the corner of Washington St & 12E, Soules property & Valentine property.  
Old Business
Trustee Reome advised the trustees that Convergent Energy’s request for additional lighting has been approved by the Planning Board.  The lights will be used only in case of emergency and will be turned on and off by a switch, not motion detected.   
New Businesss    
No new business was discussed.
Correspondence 
Riverside Solar:  Notice of filing of application to construct a major electric generating facility in the Town of Lyme and Town of Brownville with the Office of Renewable Energy.
Mr. Martin Jones:   Thank you letter to the trustees for their consideration for refund to his July water & sewer billing due to his documented waterline leak.
Executive Session:  

The Village BOT went into executive session at 7:48 pm to discuss DPW staffing.  The BOT exited executive session at 8:08 pm.
 Motion to Adjourn:

Upon a Motion by Trustee Nichols,  Seconded by Trustee Morrow, and unanimously passed, It was “ Resolved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees August 17, 2021 at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Fitzgerald, Village Clerk/Treas.
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