Regular Meeting of the Chaumont Board of Trustees
  Village of Chaumont/Town of Lyme Municipal Office

Located at 12175 NYS Route 12E

                                                   Held on the 21st Day of September, 2021
Board Members Present:
Mayor: Valerie Rust
Deputy Mayor: James Morrow
Trustee: Patricia Reome

Trustee: Michael Nichols
Also Present:
Village Clerk: Karen Fitzgerald
Regular Board meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees 
Mayor Rust opened the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees September 21, 2021 Regular Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Mayor Rust asked that the minutes reflect that Trustee Froelich is absent this evening.  
Privilege of the Floor
No one was present for privilege of the floor.
DPW Updates
Mayor Rust reported that the RBC at the WWTP is down due to the drive shaft being out of alignment.  The plant is currently operating through the sand.  P&T and Koester are addressing the malfunction and will be determining if the problem arose due to workmanship when the RBC was replaced in 2019 or equipment failure.  Karen has notified our insurance agent, Fuller Insurance to place them on notice that a claim may need to be made.   

Protocol for responses to sewer alarm calls by STAT Security is to call the following contacts until one is available to respond.  Currently, they contact in the following order:  Al Netto, Garrett Thompson, P&T –Pat Jareo, P&T – Ron Elmer, then Greg Ingerson.  The Village prefers that all sewer alarms are answered by our DPW to eliminate additional labor expenses to P&T Supply.
Trees within the right of way along Route 12E were inspected and trimmed by Kathie Carr and Boo Harris.  Dead trees have been marked and will be removed.  Our DPW and Pat Weston will remove them when possible.

Mayor Rust will be inspecting the Village’s properties to assess how well they have been maintained by our DPW, then schedule employee evaluations in October.  She also mentioned that the school’s old playground equipment that was taken to the beach will not be installed until next spring.  

Cannabis Legislation Public Hearing

Attorney Burrows has prepared a new local law regarding cannabis legislation for the trustees to review.  The proposed law is to opt out of allowing retail cannabis dispensaries within the Village of Chaumont.  It was decided to hold a public hearing at 6 pm on October 19th prior to the regular board meeting.  Karen stated that a notice regarding the public hearing was included on the September water billing and has also been added to the Village’s website.  A legal notice will also be placed in the Watertown Daily Times.

Rural Development / EFC Financing
Karen reminded the trustees that our short term financing through EFC will mature on Dec. 31, 2021.  She has been conversing with Kimberly at Rural Development who felt confident that all necessary paperwork will be completed in time to meet that deadline.  

Memorial – Pat Pawling

Karen informed the trustees that she was contacted by one of Pat Pawling’s grandchildren regarding a memorial for Pat.  They were wondering about planting a tree at the Lyme Free Library.  To date, no other information has been received.  The trustees were in agreement that the purchase of a tree in Pat’s honor would be appropriate citing her many years of service on the Village Board and contribution to the community.  It was also mentioned that a tree could also be planted on Village property at the tennis courts.  Karen will contact the Library for further information.
Village Clerk Position

To date, no one has formally applied for the Village Clerk position.  Notices that were placed in the Lyme Lites generated only a few inquiries.  Karen will be advertising in the Watertown Daily Times eventually, however she encouraged the trustees to think of local individuals who may have an interest to apply for the position prior to placing the ad.  
Property Maintenance

Letters have been sent citing code enforcement violations to Trainham, Soules and Smades.  The letter to Trainham’s included fines that will be levied to his taxes if cleanup does not improve.  Karen informed the trustees that Mr. Trainham came to the office and spoke to CEO Millington and the Village Office.  He claims that he is not healthy and that cleanup is slow due to that fact.  Mr. Trainham was told that if necessary, the Village will be more specific as to what violations need to be addressed first and a timeline established to have that completed.
Land Development Code Law
Mayor Rust has been researching car wash regulations and found that rather than not permitting this type of business, it may be more prudent to include regulations that will protect nearby residences from noise, excessive traffic and the appearance of the property.  Her thought is that we should not exclude this business type from the Village zoning law but to include regulations to address these concerns.  Karen commented that we are still operating under the old law and map since nothing has been filed with the State Comptroller.  It was decided to table this discussion until next meeting.

Motion to Approve Minutes of the August 17, 2021 board meeting:

Upon a Motion by Trustee Morrow, Seconded by Trustee Reome, and unanimously passed, it was “Resolved to Approve the Minutes of the August 17, 2021 Village of Chaumont Regular Board Meeting.    

Motion to Approve Payment of Abstract #4 of the September 21, 2021 Board Meeting: 
Upon a Motion by Trustee Nichols, second by Trustee Morrow and unanimously passed, It was “Resolved” to Approve Payment for Abstract #4 of the September 21, 2021 Regular Board Meeting in the amounts of $5,887.04 General Fund; Vouchers 1477-1490 $4,548.77 Water Fund, Vouchers 428-433, $89,914.82 Waste Water Fund, Vouchers 715-724, Trust & Agency: $1,666.43 Voucher #87, River Crossing $0.00, Vouchers .
August 2021 Accounts Receivables  
General Fund

Real Property Tax                               A1001:                   $                   816.52
Lieu of Taxes                                      A1081:                   $                     0.00

Tax Payment penalties                        A1090:                   $                    49.98
Jeff. County Sales Tax                        A1120:                   $                      0.00
Gross Utility Tax:          
            A1130:                   $                    84.63
Franchise Fees:                                   A1170:                   $                1,616.35        

Clerk Fees:            -                             A1255:                   $                  20.00 

Registrar Fees:                                    A1603:                   $                 120.00                          

Building Permits:

            A2555:                   $                 462.00      
Unclassified                                        A2770:                   $                 -0-
Beach fees:                                         A7140:                   $                 116.00  
Chips                                                  A3501                     $                -0-
State Aid:   Aid & Incentives             A3001                     $                120.53

Total:




                                              3,405.01
Water Fund

Metered Water Sales


F2140-1:                     $        16,005.14
O&M/DCC FEES:


F2140-2:                     $          6,891.91
Unmetered Water:                               F2142.                        $            -0-
Interest & Penalty Fee:

 F2148:
            $            56.67
Water Meter Fees                                F2144:                        $           135.66
Service Connection fees:                     F2145:                        $           293.17
Total:





     
           $         23,640.22
Sewer Fund

Debt Service:


              G2122:
             $           8,332.30
Usage Fee Sewer Rent:

  G2120:                       $         11,637.96
Interest & Penalty Fees:

  G2128:
             $                56.67   

O&M Fees:



  G2770:
             $           7,419.66
                                                                                              $          27,446.59     

Water/ Sewer Report
Karen advised the trustees that shut off of delinquent water customers can now take place.  The Village is required to notify the resident at least 30 days in advance.  Residents also need to be given an option to enter into a payment agreement.    Karen will prepare a list of delinquent accounts for the October regular board meeting.
Karen revisited the re-levy issue regarding Lottie Heyl and Justin Cormier properties.  As explained in the August minutes, re-levy of Cormier water & sewer bills have been re-levied to the Heyl property in error.  The 2021 sewer re-levy charged to Lottie Heyl’s property was $451.02 which should have been re-levied to the Cormier property.  Since both properties were part of the 2021 Jefferson County tax sale, adjustments to the properties could not be made by the County.  With consideration that Lottie has always paid her water & sewer bills in a timely manner, the trustees agreed that if she is able to pay her taxes during the Village tax collection period, the Village would wave that sewer re-levy charge of $451.02.  Mayor Rust also mentioned that the Village may consider some reimbursement for the tax years of 2018, 2019 and 2020 totaling $2,868.56 when property transfers have taken place.  
Old Business

No old business was discussed.
New Business
Karen reported that the Town of Lyme’s plans for their new municipal building include an office for the Village Clerk and Mayor.  The Town would also like, at their expense, to tie into the Village’s sewer system.  Mayor Rust stated that a review of our sewer use law would be prudent to insure a proper agreement is put in place.  
Committee Reports
Trustee Reome      The Planning Board did not meet in September.
Trustee Morrow:   The Youth Commission is offering 5th & 6th grade soccer.
Trustee Nichols:     Nothing to report
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Rust reviewed the additional work to be done in the Water System Improvements portion of the River Crossing Project.   Installation of a larger waterline on Evans St and installation of a new hydrant, curb stop at Priscilla Audo’s residence, valve repair at the driveway of the marina on Stone St, Water Street sidewalk, replacement of the Circle Drive  hydrant etc.  
 The Presbyterian Church has made a request to the Village to replace / repair the Church Street sidewalk due to the deteriation of the existing sidewalk.   Widening of that intersection has been on the Village’s wish list for years.  Mayor Rust visited the site to re-evaluate the possibility of accomplishing a new sidewalk and widening of the intersection as a major highway improvement.  The telephone pole and hydrant would need to be moved.  Relocation of the existing telephone pole is expected to cost between $5,000-$7,000.  Widening of the street would require using additional land from the Church.  At this time, Mayor Rust is concerned that it could be cost prohibitive however she asked the trustees to take a look at the corner and consider the viability of this project.     
The pressure washer has been purchased and the stones at Memorial Park will be cleaned this week by Austin under the direction and assistance from Trustee Reome.  

Mayor Rust has postponed ordering trail cams for the beach at this time.  She is researching different cameras and costs. No vandalism has taken place since the gates at the beach have reopened.

On September 30th, between 5:30-7 pm, the Lyme Community Foundation will hold a “Meet the Candidates night”.  Candidates from both the Village Board and Town Board will be represented that evening and available to answer questions from the public. 
Mayor Rust intends to reach out to Mario Titolo from Convergent Energy to discuss the snowmobile trail.   Troy Beach of the Snowmobile Club stated that he has not received any response to his inquiry. 
Mayor Rust stated that she has not received a quote to resurface the tennis courts as of this date.
Correspondence 
Complaint letter regarding code violations at a residence on Park Dr.  The complaint was turned over to CEO Millington to address.
Federal Communications Commission:  notification that the first week after Labor Day has been designated as “National Telephone Discount Lifeline Awareness Week.  

NYS Division of Budget: Letter stating that our Village will receive an additional allocation of $241.05 from the ARPA Coronavirus to be paid in two annual payments in 2021 & 2022.  The additional funds were the result of unclaimed funds in the program due to non-responsive municipalities.  
 Motion to Adjourn:

Upon a Motion by Trustee Reome,  Seconded by Trustee Morrow, and unanimously passed, It was “ Resolved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees September 21, 2021 at 8:05 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Fitzgerald, Village Clerk/Treas.
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