Regular Meeting of the Chaumont Board of Trustees-6:30 pm
  Village of Chaumont/Town of Lyme Municipal Office

Located at 12175 NYS Route 12E

                                                   Held on the 18th Day of January, 2022
Board Members Present:
Mayor: Valerie Rust
Deputy Mayor: James Morrow
Trustee: Dori-Ann Froelich

Trustee: Michael Nichols

Trustee: Jose Sosa
Also Present:
Village Clerk: Karen Fitzgerald
Erin Fulton
Regular Board meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees 
Mayor Rust opened the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees January 18, 2022 Regular Board Meeting at 6:30 p4m with the Pledge of Allegiance.   Mayor Rust asked that the minutes reflect that all trustees are present this evening.        
Privilege of the Floor
No one was present for privilege of the floor.
DPW Updates
Mayor Rust informed the trustees that it was necessary to purchase a new recycling trailer as the current one is rusted out and beyond repair.  New trailers cost between $15,000-$20,000.  It was decided to purchase a conventional trailer for $6,000 and make modifications as necessary.
Interviews for the DPW position were conducted this afternoon by Deputy Mayor Morrow, Trustee Nichols and Mayor Rust (via zoom).  There were two applicants.   
USDA Long Term Financing
Karen informed the trustees that the closing for the long term financing with USDA will take place tomorrow.  The funding of $594,800.00 will be deposited on Friday, January 21st.  The interest rate of the bonds is at 1.25% for 38 years resulting in principle payments of $16,000.00 plus interest bi-annually.   
Norbut Solar/ Convergent Energy PILOT agreement
Mayor Rust informed the trustees that the Village has been notified by the JCIDA that Convergent Energy claims that since neither the Village nor Town responded to their notification of intent to construct a solar project, the solar project will be tax exempt and that no PILOT agreement will be negotiated.  Solar law states that if the Village did not respond or opt out of Article 487 within 60 days of the notification the project receives tax exempt status.  This notification was supposedly sent in 2020.  Karen responded that she has no recollection of receiving such a notification and there is no record of the correspondence in the file.
Mayor Rust proceeded to explain that there may be some options available to rectify this.  The burden of proof of notification remains on Convergent and we will be requesting this from them.  Mayor Rust has prepared a timeline starting from early meetings with Dave Norbut, the application process with the Planning Board and site plan approval of the project.   She intends to reach out to Atty. Burrows and the County attorney for advice.
Motion to Approve Minutes of the December 21, 2021 board meeting:

Upon a Motion by Trustee Nichols, Second by Trustee Froelich, and unanimously passed, it was “Resolved to Approve the Minutes of the December 21, 2021 Village of Chaumont Regular Board Meeting.    

Motion to Approve Payment of Abstract #8 of the January 18, 2022 Board Meeting: 
Upon a Motion by Deputy Mayor Morrow, second by Trustee Sosa and unanimously passed, It was “Resolved” to Approve Payment for Abstract #8 of the January 18, 2022 Regular Board Meeting in the amounts of $General Fund; Vouchers 1536-15, $ Water Fund, Vouchers 455-4,  $ Waste Water Fund, Vouchers 751-7, Trust & Agency: $ Voucher #91, River Crossing $, Voucher #50-.
December 2021 Accounts Receivables  
General Fund

Real Property Tax                               A1001:                   $                 -0-
Lieu of Taxes                                      A1081:                   $                 -0-    

Jeff. County Sales Tax                        A1120:                   $                 -0-
Penalty/Interest:                                  A1090:                   $                  -0-
Gross Utility Tax:          
            A1130:                   $                45.63
Franchise Fees:                                   A1170:                   $           1,378.50        

Clerk Fees:            -                             A1255:                   $                 -0- 

Registrar Fees:                                    A1603:                   $                  -0-                          

Building Permits:

            A2555:                   $              456.00      
Unclassified                                        A2770:                   $              143.25
Beach fees:                                         A7140:                   $                  0.00  
Chips                                                  A3501                     $                -0-
State Aid:   Aid & Incentives             A3001                     $                -0-
Total:




                                           $5,258.56
Water Fund

Metered Water Sales


F2140-1:                     $      13,629.79 
O&M/DCC FEES:


F2140-2:                     $        6,476.88
Unmetered Water:                               F2142.                        $           -0-
Interest & Penalty Fee:

 F2148:
            $            73.82

Water Meter Fees                                F2144:                        $           -0-
Service Connection fees:                     F2145:                        $           -0-
Total:





     
           $        21,180.49
Sewer Fund

Debt Service:


              G2122:
             $        6,421.91
Usage Fee Sewer Rent:

  G2120:                       $       11,638.81
Interest & Penalty Fees:

  G2128:
             $             73.82   

O&M Fees:



  G2770:
             $        7,485.52
                                                                                                  $      24,620.06                                                                                                                                                                                                
Bank account signatures
Upon a motion by Trustee Nichols, second by Trustee Froelich and unanimously passed, it was resolved to approve the following individuals to sign checks and approve transfers between accounts on deposit at Watertown Savings Bank and Citizens Bank of Cape Vincent.  Only one signature will be required.  Authorized signers are as follows:

                                       Mayor Rust, Mayor

                                       James Morrow, Deputy Mayor

                                       Erin Fulton, Village Clerk/Treasurer

                                       Karen Fitzgerald, Deputy Village Clerk/Treasurer

Water/ Sewer Report
Karen reminded the trustees that delinquent water balances is extremely high at over $20,000.00.  The new “Low Income Household Water Assistance Program” is now online and available to assist eligible households with delinquent balances.  Income qualified residents can apply for assistance of up to $2,500.00 for delinquent water service and $2,500.00 for delinquent sewer service. Information regarding this new program and contact information was included on resident’s January water bills.  Karen assured the trustees that any delinquent accounts that do not qualify for the assistance can be re-levied to their village taxes providing NYS does not change normal protocol.  Re-levy of unpaid balances usually takes place in late March-early April.    
Karen informed the trustees that the emergency water hookup from John Bourquin to the NYS Rte 12E outside users registered 19 k/gal of water usage while the waterline was being replaced.  John has been refunded for this usage and the trustees agreed that the Village will not levy this usage onto the outside users.

 Old Business
 Karen informed the board that the contract has been signed with National Grid to remove the telephone pole at the corner of Church and Main.  The contract states that the quote is an estimate and may change based on actual costs.  Spectrum has yet to contact the Village to acknowledge our request to remove their cables.  Jennifer at National Grid will also contact them.  Mayor Rust has spoken to DOT and if the intersection work is performed by the Town or Village, a work permit will not be necessary. 
Mayor Rust reported that the RBC is still down and we are currently trying to find the company that can make the necessary repairs.  She stated that the sand beds are critically deteriorating and will need to be replaced this spring .  

New Businesss
 No new business was discussed..   
Correspondence 
NYS Tug Hill Commission:  Notice of training sessions available at the Annual Local Government Conference to be held April 19th at Turning Stone Event Center. Cost to attend sessions is $75.00 if postmarked by March 18th.
Attorney Joe Russell: (River Crossing bonding attorney)  letter of notification that he is leaving Barclay & Damon and opening his own practice at 120 Washington St., Watertown, NY.  
Correspondence (Con’t)
Dept. of Public Service:  Notification of virtual workshops available in January.  Programs include presentations on resources available to assists consumers with energy costs.
Greg Ingerson:  Letter of resignation from the Village effective March 30th.  
Slack Chemical:  Notice that the cost to purchase Bleach 5% has increased to $3.65/gallon.
Atty. James Burrows: Notification that he has left the law practice of Conboy, McKay, Bachman and Kendall and has opened practice under Kendall, 
 Committee Reports
Trustee Sosa:        Youth Commission started basketball on January 9th.  No games are            scheduled at this time.
Trustee Morrow:  There are 13 kids in the 4-5-6 grades and 8 kids in the 3-4 grades
Trustee Nichols:   Nothing to report
Trustee Froelich:  Nothing to report as the Planning Board did not meet.  
Mayor’s Report

Mayor Rust reported that the in-line heat core for Sawmill Bay Marina has been purchase from Mor 

Electric at a cost of $981.36.  The installation will take place by the DPW as soon as it arrives with Greg’s assistance.   
Mayor Rust requested Karen to ask for a quote from Williamson Law Books to update to our accounting program and for the cost of annual technical support.  She has also requested if it is possible to view the accounting manual online.  Karen will request this in time for the next meeting. 
Executive Session
Deputy Mayor Morrow made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss the open DPW  position at 7:20 pm.    Second by Trustee Froelich.  

Motion by Trustee Sosa, second by Trustee Froelich to close executive session at 7:35 pm.
 Motion to Adjourn:

Upon a Motion by Trustee Nichols,  Seconded by Trustee Sosa, and unanimously passed, It was “ Resolved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees January 18, 2022 at 7:36 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Fitzgerald, Village Clerk/Treas.
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