Pulbic Hearing –Amendment of Land Use Codes & Zoning Map and
Public Hearing for Unsafe Buildings & Structures Law and

Regular Meeting of the Chaumont Board of Trustees
  Village of Chaumont/Town of Lyme Municipal Office

Located at 12175 NYS Route 12E

                                                   Held on the 20th Day of July, 2021
Board Members Present:
Mayor: Valerie Rust
Deputy Mayor: Michael Nichols

Trustee: Patricia Reome

Trustee: James Morrow

Trustee: Dori-Ann Froelich
Also Present:
Village Clerk: Karen Fitzgerald
PB Chair:  Hartley Bonisteel-Schweitzer

Public Hearing-Amendment to Land Development Code & Zoning Map
Mayor Rust opened the Public Hearing for the proposed amendments to the Village of Chaumont Land Development Code at 6:00 pm.

Planning Board Chair, Hartley Bonisteel- Schweitzer presented the proposed amendment recommendations from the Planning Board.  She explained that the reasoning for the review of the law and ultimate recommendations were prompted by obvious oversights in the law that arose since the last update in 2017.  She cited as an example that mobile homes were not permitted in the Residential B zone which has no good reason for that restriction. 

She presented the following proposed amendments:

BARS: will be allowed in RMU with Site Plan Review;

CAR WASHES: will be allowed in MUB with SPR

TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS: changed to allow in RMU and CB

MANUFCTURED HOMES: now permitted

FUNERAL HOMES: add to permitted in RES and CB with SPR

KENNELS: add to AGR with SPR

MOTELS: require SPR in ALL districts

RESTAURANTS: No change

SOLAR (MEDIUM): removed from RES
Addition to the definitions page included Boutiques and Car washes.

Zoning Map

Hartley also presented the draft of the Planning Board’s proposed changes to the existing zoning map.  She explained that the current district names cause confusion and that renaming of the districts will add clarity and make more sense to village residents. Also, redistricting similar sections of the Village gives a more cohesive plan for growth in the future.  The VPB also recommend removal of the historic district as it did not benefit residents in those areas.
Map amendment recommendations are as follows:

·  Removal of Residential A & B areas, new area renamed Residential

· Rename Waterfront zone to Residential mixed use zone

· Rename Business 1 & 2 to Central Business zone.  The map also indicates expansion of the area from just before Washington St to Dollar General on NYS Rte12E.

· Rename B-2 zone to Mixed Use Business

· Add an AGR zone-Agricultural Residential

There are a few parcels that fall into two zoning districts, however the VPB did not see an issue with leaving them as such. Parcels that are located in two zones would have to follow the most restrictive use guidelines of each zone in the event of development.
No further questions or comments were received.  Mayor Rust closed the Land Development Code and Zoning Map Public Hearing at 6:20 pm.

Public Hearing- Unsafe Buildings and Structures Law

Mayor Rust opened the Unsafe Buildings and Structure Law public hearing at 6:21 pm.  
This law confirms the ability of the Village to demolish and remove dangerous and unsafe structures.  The law protects the Village in that it will guarantee that expenses associated with the removal of the unsafe building will be recovered from owners and if remains unpaid, the ability to collect through re-levy to real property taxes from the county.
Receiving no public comments, Mayor Rust closed the Unsafe Buildings and Structure Law Public Hearing at 6:30 pm.

Regular Board meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees 
Mayor Rust opened the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees July 20, 2021 Regular Board Meeting at 6:30 p.m.  Mayor Rust asked that the minutes reflect that all trustees are present this evening.  
Privilege of the Floor
Hartley explained that the NYS Consolidated Funding Application for 2022 is open right now and closes July 30th.     A qualified grant under this application is the New York Main Street Program.  This grant provides funding for technical assistance of up to $20,000 to a municipality to oversee a program to help restore historical commercial buildings in their community. This technical assistance grant would provide guidance including determining priority areas, developing a plan and implementation of the plan.   As this is within their line of work, RJ & Hartley offered to apply for the technical assistance grant at no charge.  This would put the Village into the pipeline for future grants.  Once the Village is established in the program, Neighbors of Watertown could administer the program for a contracted fee if the Board desires.    
Hartley explained that she and RJ are in the process of purchasing the two commercial buildings on Mill St owned by the Harris’s.   Although the grant could be beneficial for them, it could also benefit owners of any commercial buildings within the Village that qualifies.
The trustees were in agreement that this would be quite helpful for future planning and growth for the Village.  At said meeting, Mayor Rust forwarded the following resolution:

RESOLUTION #2 2021-2022

SUPPORTING APPLICATION - NEW YORK MAIN STREET TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE GRANT


WHEREAS, the Village of Chaumont is seeking funding through the Consolidated Funding Application process for a  New York Main Street (NYMS) Technical Assistance grant to determine how best to restore sites in downtown Chaumont; and

WHEREAS, the Village of Chaumont considers many of the buildings in downtown Chaumont not only unique architecturally, but as a part of its heritage and the revitalization of the community and coincides with the efforts to revitalize the Village and maintain its 19th century atmosphere; and

WHEREAS,  obtaining  the New York Main Street (NYMS) Technical Assistance grant will help them make informed decisions regarding the feasibility of rehabilitation projects.

RESOLVED, the Village of Chaumont hereby supports any efforts to obtain grant funding for the restoration of the buildings in the community.

VOTING:    AYES: 5                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

                    NAYES: 0

Roll Call Vote:           Valerie Rust, Mayor                       Yes

                                     James Morrow, Deputy Mayor    Yes

                                     Patricia Reome, Trustee                Yes

                                     Dori-Ann Froelich, Trustee            Yes

                                     Michael Nichols, Trustee               Yes

Town Park Site Plan Review

Mayor Rust questioned Hartley about the Town’s Veterans Park site plan process.  There was concern that the site plan review had been waived for the Town.    Hartley assured the board that the site plan process has not been waived by the VPB.  She reported that the proposed site plan was sent to the Jefferson County Planning Dept for their review.  Their comments advised that a NYSDEC permit may be required for the proposed dock and a NYSDOT permit will be required for the placement of an entrance from Rte 12E.  They cited soil erosion measures should be incorporated to limit soil erosion into Sawmill Bay during construction.  Their final recommendations included incorporating amenities such as park benches, picnic tables and perhaps a pavilion as funding permits.
Mayor Rust stressed that placement of any buildings, playground, restrooms and tree plantings should be reviewed and approved through site plan review prior to any placement.  
Hartley agreed to contact the project engineer, Gregor Smith, to inform him of the Board’s desire to remain involved in the site plan review process.  The VBT asked that as decisions regarding placement of structures are made, that site plan protocols are followed.

DPW Updates
Mayor Rust reported that she has been inspecting municipal grounds and monitoring the DPW’s activities.  She listed several items that still need to be completed.  She noted the beach needs more sand delivered and then levelled out.  The bridge and gazebo need to be painted.  The pirate ship appears to be in good shape.  The gravel in the parking lot also needs to be done.  Mayor Rust also ordered two new grills that need to be installed.  

Robin Grovesteen’s sewer line has been experiencing trouble.  Gleason’s were called to pump out the line and a camera was run.  It appears that when her contractor hooked into the sewer line, the location of the sewer main was moved to the opposite side of the home.  The sewer line is now under her porch.  The problem was determined to be a collapsed pipe right at the connection to municipal line.    Greg and Al made the repairs at Village expense, however the cost of materials will be at her expense.  
Mr. Harvey’s sewer line repair still needs to be scheduled.

We are still awaiting a schedule from JL Excavation to return to the Village to complete the repairs to the water main, service connection and shut off at the entrance at Sawmill Bay Marina. 

Tim Maloney has spoken to Al about the proper insulation of the lateral to Paul Norton’s rental home.  He has offered to help Al with the locating of the lateral and insulation of the pipe.  Mayor Rust stated she is thankful for his assistance and is more than willing to pay for his Mr. Maloney’s time.  Material costs will be charged to Mr. Norton.

DOH Beach Inspection
The beach was inspected by the Dept of Health on July 19th.  The report indicated no public health hazards, however four minor violations were found:

· A separate log book for injuries was not provided

· The 2019 safety plan was initialed by the lifeguards, however the 2021 safety is not onsite.

· Lifeguard certifications were not onsite

· Lifeguard distraction noted

The current safety plan, injury log and lifeguard certifications are now onsite.  Beach director, Stephanie Doney will be speaking with all lifeguards to reiterate the need for their undivided attention while swimmers are in the water.

Karen reported that a neck brace and two sand rakes have been ordered for the beach.

American Rescue Plan Act
Karen reported that she has received notification from the NYS Division of Budget that the Village will be awarded $59,041.00 through the American Rescue Plan At Coronavirus Local Fiscal Recovery Fund.  The funds will be sent in two payments-one in 2021 & the final in 2022.
Utility Termination Moritorium 
Upon the expiration of the COVID state of emergency, the prohibition of charging penalties to delinquent accounts has also been lifted.  If no deferred payment agreement is in place, late penalties may be levied.   Resident protection from service terminations and re-levy to property tax may still be in place until Dec. 22, 2021.
Code Enforcement-Property Maintenance 

Property maintenance violations continue to be a problem at the Trainham residence, 12234 NYS Rte 12E, as it did not pass the re-inspection.  There is little indication that clean up is intended.  There appears to be new legislation awaiting the Governor’s approval to send property maintenance cases to the County Court instead of Superior Court, however it is unclear if this legislation has been adopted.  Mayor Rust stated she intends to contact NYCOM confirming the change of courts and for any advice they may be able to provide on how to pursue this case.

Also, Mayor Rust received a complaint stating that Mr. Trainham is harassing people who are parking on the street in front of his house.  Mayor Rust contacted Mr. Trainham by telephone to inform him that if the harassment continues, the authorities will be called.  

Local Control of Cannabis Legislation

There is much confusion as to the protocol to opt out of allowing cannabis sales in the Village by adopting a local law subject to a permissive referendum.  If the public referendum is necessary, public hearings and time requirements must be met.  Mayor Rust stated that she will be reaching out to NYCOM for guidance.  Mayor Rust requested that the minutes reflect that the VBT intends to pursue opting out of retail dispensaries and that a local law will be pursued after it goes to a public vote. 

Proposed Land Development Code Amendment 
The trustees discussed the recommendations of the Village Planning Board but some trustees were still undecided if they were in agreement of allowing car washes within the Village.  The decision regarding the adoption of the amendment to the Land Development Code was tabled to allow for further discussion regarding car washes.
Village of Chaumont Zoning Map Amendment Resolution
At their regular monthly meeting of July 20, 2021,  the following members of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees were present:

Mayor:  Valerie Rust

Deputy Mayor: James Morrow

Trustee:  Patricia Reome

Trustee:  Dori-Ann Froelich
            Trustee:  James Morrow
At said meeting, Trustee Morrow forwarded the following resolution, which was seconded
by Trustee Nichols:
RESOLUTION NO.  ____3____
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees does hereby amend the November 13, 2017 Zoning Map to include the following amendments:
·  Removal of Residential A & B areas, new area termed Residential (RES)

· Change Waterfront zone to Residential Mixed Use zone (RMU)
· Change Business 1 & 2 to Central Business zone. (CB)  The map also indicates expansion of the area from just before Washington St to Dollar General on NYS Rte12E.

· Change B-2 zone to Mixed Use Business (MUB)
· Add an AGR zone-Agricultural Residential (AGR)

VOTING:

Ayes:   5
                                        Nays:   0
The roll call vote was:  
Valerie Rust, Mayor


_yes





Michael Nichols, Deputy Mayor
_yes





Patricia Reome,   Trustee

_yes





Dori-Ann Froelich, Trustee       
_yes           
                                                James Morrow, Trustee                      _yes
RESOLUTION NO. ​ 3  ADOPTED
Motion to Approve Minutes of the June 15,  2021 board meeting:

Upon a Motion by Trustee Nichols, Seconded by Trustee Froelich, and unanimously passed, it was “Resolved to Approve the Minutes of the June 15, 2021 Village of Chaumont Regular Board Meeting.    

Motion to Approve Payment of Abstract #2 of the July 20, 2021 Board Meeting: 
Upon a Motion by Trustee Morrow, second by Trustee Reome and unanimously passed, It was “Resolved” to Approve Payment for Abstract #2 of the July 15, 2021 Regular Board Meeting in the amounts of $6,221.92 General Fund; Vouchers 1436-1454 $20,443.89 Water Fund, Vouchers 421-424, $6,124.98 Waste Water Fund, Vouchers 700-708, Trust & Agency: $1,710.19 Voucher #84-85, River Crossing $3,344.10, Vouchers 42-43.
June 2021 Accounts Receivables  
General Fund

Real Property Tax                               A1001:                   $         138,460.79
Lieu of Taxes                                      A1081:                   $                315.98    

Jeff. County Sales Tax                        A1120:                   $                 -0-
Penalty/Interest:                                  A1090:                   $                 -0-

Gross Utility Tax:          
            A1130:                   $              49.27
Franchise Fees:                                   A1170:                   $             2,603.83        

Clerk Fees:            -                             A1255:                   $                -0-  

Registrar Fees:                                    A1603:                   $                -0-                          

Building Permits:

            A2555:                   $                -0-      
Unclassified                                        A2770:                   $              663.61
Beach fees:                                         A7140:                   $                 -0-  
Chips                                                  A3501                     $                -0-
State Aid:   Aid & Incentives             A3001                     $               -0-
Total:




                                          142.093.48
Water Fund

Metered Water Sales


F2140-1:                     $      12,842.01 
O&M/DCC FEES:


F2140-2:                     $        8,599.44
Unmetered Water:                               F2142.                        $              20.00
Interest & Penalty Fee:

 F2148:
            $             25.00
Water Meter Fees                                F2144:                        $            135.66
Service Connection fees:                     F2145:                        $             -0-

Total:





     
           $         21,622.11 
Sewer Fund

Debt Service:


              G2122:
             $           5,164.76
Usage Fee Sewer Rent:

  G2120:                       $          11,684.75
Interest & Penalty Fees:

  G2128:
             $                25.00.   

O&M Fees:



  G2770:
             $           3,179.48
                                                                                                  $        20,053.99     

Water/ Sewer Report

Karen reported that Susan Campbell is requesting a 6 k/gal sewer credit due to filling her pool. She presented the before and after pictures of her water meter.  All in favor.

Martin Jones, is requesting sewer relief for his water usage due to a hose that was continually running to his garden without his knowledge.  His recent reading indicates 23 k/gal used.  His average usage for his household is 7-8 k/gal per billing cycle.  After discussion, the board agreed to grant Mr. Jones a sewer credit of 15 k/gal and also a water usage credit for 15 k/gal, citing his long residency in the Village and fixed income.

An application from Patricia Reome for a new water and sewer service hookup located at         Co. Rte 125 was reviewed.   The plans for hookup were inspected and approved by our consultant, Greg Ingerson.  The trustees approved the request and application fees were set at $150.00 for the water application and $150.00 for the sewer application.  A sewer grinder pump agreement will also be required.
Committee Reports
Trustee Reome:   Nothing more to report.
Trustee Morrow:   There was no Youth Commission meeting.
Trustee Nichols:   Nothing to report
Trustee Froelich: Nothing to report as there was no Planning Board meeting
Mayor’s Report
Mayor Rust stated she had nothing to report
Old Business
No old business was discussed.

New Businesss    
Trustee Reome asked about trimming of the trees along NYS Rte 12E between Washington and Church Streets.  It was suggested that we contact Boo Harris before the Village DPW does trimming on the trees for her guidance on how to trim.
Dwight Goutremout alerted the Village that a large limb of the tree at the water facility is resting on the tennis court fence and should be removed.

Correspondence 
Slack Chemical:  Notice of increased cost for potassium permanganate to $8.50 per 50# pail.
Jeff County board of Elections:   Notice for deadline to place a vote on the general election ballot.  The deadline is set for August 2nd.
 Motion to Adjourn:

Upon a Motion by Trustee Nichols,  Seconded by Trustee Morrow, and unanimously passed, It was “ Resolved to adjourn the Regular Meeting of the Village of Chaumont Board of Trustees July 20, 2021 at 8:09 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Karen Fitzgerald, Village Clerk/Treas.
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